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Talk by Brian Dawson, 
following out short AGM on 
22nd April  at 7.45 pm, 
Reading Rooms , High 
Street, Billericay 
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�  Bird Ringing has proved 

that these birds are capable 
of living to 21 years of age  

�  They rarely land and when 
they do it is to bring off a 
single brood. Thus, during 
their lifetime, some 3.5 
million miles would have 
been travelled.  

�  They sleep on the wing, 
sometimes at altitudes of 
several thousand feet, 
proved by WW2 pilots and 
radar  

�  Sometimes bats will roost in 
an active Swift nestbox - 
both occupants 
unconcerned by each 
other’s presence! 

�  Swifts are closely related to 
Hummingbirds. 

�  Young Swifts in the nest 
have the ability to go torpid 
(semi-hibernate) in 
unseasonally cold weather. 

�  Swifts are not as small as 
one would think. Their wing 
tip to wing tip measures 
450mm or 1ft-5½ins! 

�  The scientific name Apus 
means “without feet” in 
Greek. 

�  Common Swifts occur north 
of the Arctic Circle! (Almost 
rivalling the migration 
distance of the Arctic Tern!) 

�  In Belgium, it is known as 
the� AChurch Tower 
Swallow”.�
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������� � � I would like to  -

 apply for membership

 renew my membership

(please tick as appropriate)  From 1st April 2010
until 31st March 2011

Name

Address

Post Code

Telephone

E mail 

In our household there are -   Adults   Children

Type of membership : ( please tick appropriate category )

  Household @ £3.00 p.a. £
(of which all members are under 60 years of age) 

  Concessionary @ £1.50 p.a. £
(household in which at least one member is 60 years

of age or older)

  Donation - thank you (please state amount) £

Cheques should be payable to " Mill Meadows Society " TOTAL £

Please send this form together with your subscripti on to:
John Hathaway, Membership Secretary, Mill Meadows Society,
14 Headley Road, Billericay CM11 1BJ
Tel: 01277 658343  Mobile: 07802 921435  E-mail: john.hathaway@hathaway.co.uk

Please feel free to send, with this membership form: 

(a)  your views about the Society, its management or the management of Mill Meadows
(b) suggestions of topics for future meetings

or   (c) names of other persons who may be interested in joining the Society

   For Society use only

2010/11

Membership Year

If you would like to receive your Newsletter by E-mail and so save the Society 
valuable funds, please tick here

membership numbercard issuedsage entry

�


